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(54) ELECTRONIC ENDOSCOPE DEVICE 

(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To vary sensitivity of a solid-state image pickup element 
to brightly photograph a dark part which cannot be corrected entirely 
by light quantity control executed by a conventional diaphragm, and 
also, to use an illuminating lamp longer than conventional by 
controlling an OFD voltage applied to an OFD electrode of the 
solid-state image pickup element in accordance with an output signal 
of the solid-state Image pickup element 

CONSTITUTION; An object to be photographed is irradiated with an 
illuminating light from the tip part of the endoscope, a reflected image 
from the object to be photographed concerned is photodetected by a 
solid-state image pickup element 20 provided in the tip part of the 
endoscope, and an output signal of the solid-state image pickup 
element 20 is processed and outputted to a monitor TV. The 
solid-state image pickup element 20 generates a sensitivi ty control 
signal of a voltage c orresponding to an output signal level of the sbhd- 
state image pickup element '^u^ in tne electronic enaoscope device in 
wnicn tne sensitivity is variedTn accordance with an OFD voltage 
applied to an OFD electrode, and this device is provided with a CCD 
sensitivity control circuit 26 for outputting this generated sensitivity 
control signal to the OFD electrode of the solid-state image pickup 

element 20 as the OFD voltage. , y 
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